WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE....
WHY SHOULD WE CARE?

· Water is essential

· Although 70-75% of the Earth’s surface is covered in water, only 2.5% is fresh water and only 1% is directly accessible

· Its distribution across the world is uneven & we are depleting the fresh water reserves

· As a result ¼ of the world’s population is estimated not have a safe supply of water

· Most people have to survive on just 10 litres of water per day

In fact, in the Thames Water Area (8 million people) it is drier per person than Istanbul and Madrid and yet we each use more than 150 litres of water per day. 

WHAT CAN BE DONE?


Individual

- Install a water hippo or save-a-flush device in your toilet

-Use a washing up bowl instead of running the tap 

- Only fill the kettle with as much water as you need.  Use a mug to measure out.

- Turn off the tap when you brush your teeth.  6 litres of water flow out every minute!

- Have a 4 minute shower rather than taking a bath

- Collect any water you run down the drain for watering plants etc.

- Wash dishes by hand  instead of using a dishwasher

- Run only full loads in the washing machine
- Think about what you put down the drain and avoid putting fats or food down as this can causes blockages in the sewage system and cause leeks, contamination etc.

College

Easy
- Ask the Domestic Bursar whether you can install Hippos and water-saver devices into the toilets

- Ensure that each kitchen is equip with a washing up bowl or plug for people to use

- Ask the gardeners to put water-saving gel in the garden pots

- Put timers in the showers and encourage people to keep their shower to less than the timed four minutes

Medium
- Install aerators into taps and dual flush onto toilets (retrofitted – see Thames Water website)

- Get gardeners to use a hose-trigger control on the hose pipe

- Install a water butt for the use of the gardeners

- Install a ‘Shower save’ onto shower heads or get water-efficient ones installed

- Get dripping taps fixed quickly with a new washer as 20 litres can otherwise be lost per day.

Hard
- Work with your college to get a grey water system installed
- Get it put into the college’s policy that any new appliances will have the highest water standard, that all new toilets will be dual flush and that all new showers will have a water-efficient head.

Most Importantly...

Spread the word about how people can save water and get people interested in the issue by running events:

Use a welfare tea to educate people about the amount of water used to run the event and how to cut down on what they use.

Get a speaker about interesting aspects of water: perhaps its significance in the developing world etc.

Run a sponsorship event for people to not use the sink in their kitchen but go across college (or equivalent) to collect any water they need/ or to spend a week with just 10 litres of water per day 

